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Hon. W. C. Angvin: We slhould see it
as early, as possible. We are entitled to see
it.

The PREMIER: The House wvill be in
possession of the report almost immediately.

Hlouse adjourned at 4.45 p.mn.
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[4.3S81: It "as only to be expected that with
011110ii, the limited time at our disposal the Speech

y, 1917.of His Excellency* the Governor wvould be
y, 1917.short, and that it is not proposed to intro-

dimee any flew measures, but I cannot help

.21g feeling- a sense of disappointment that, even
21 wvith the little time at our disposal, the Gov-

21erment have not indicated a remedy for
fanY of the disabilities under which we are

the Chair at 4.30 no sufflering. .In dealing with the all-
im~portant question of repatriation, the Gov-
ininent propiosails are mainly' directed to
placing on r returned heroes on the land iri-

SN TED. respective of whether these men will be cap-
y: , Rpor of ab)le of carrying out the employmnit which
y~~~ 1,. Reoto old thus be involved. or whether they will

a Nevanas Con- bewilling to put up with the hardships and
Tramnway' s Em- isolation wivcih follow that avocation. In

n Court Award, the past, coving, to the mistaken policy of
the Service and State enterprises, in the conduct of which
1901-1912 (Fed- labouir flovernments have been unsuccessful.
calt Court Rules, private capital which would otherwise have
e Royal Commis- been invested in similar concerns has been
-inst Dr. Junes- driven out of the State. While we have

,sion on Agricul- suffered a heavy loss owingt hesil
-eport, 30th May, lishinent of ghs' toepissb the eStab-.
Act, 18995-Regu- wye have also sqcceedled in causing the dis-
*Act, 1914-Be- appearance of miany, of our secondary in-
1.909-Amended dustries and no capital has come to this

on award. Fede- country front the Eastern States. We should
*Firlemen. make an effort now to re-estallish some o

these secondary industries, and if it is pos-
sibule for the Government to bind themselves

HE SESSION, and their successors for a given term-
OXIAL SECRE- though I (10 not know whether it will be
e& were ap)pointed possible for them to bind an 'y of their suc-

cessors-not to interfere, I am confident
aPresident, the that many new industries will spring up

H~on. J, M1. Drewv, and the giving, of such a guarantee will
te mover, cause the re-investment of money in our
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State. We would in that way be able to
provide suitable employment for the vast
majority of our Then w'horn we hope soon
to welcome back. The war has shown us
how dependent we are onl overseat shippingI
and how for many years we are likely to
suiffer before conditions again become nor-
mal. We should therefore make every effort
to p~rodluce for ourselves the many commo-
(lities which arc so essential and which at
the present time we have to import fromt the
Eastern States in such great quiantities. I
do not intend to (Thai with every article
which we have to secure from the Eastern
States and oversea, but I intend to supply
a few figures to the House in order to give
lion, members an idea of tile magnDitude of-
our importations. In the year 1915-16 we
imported goods of the value of £E2,051,814
from the Eastern States, and £039,631 from
overseas, making a total of £2,991,645. Most
of the articles comprised in the list making
up! that total could probably have been
manufactured or produced here. The list
includes such items as cured bacon, butter,
poultry, eggs, dried fruits and jams, all of
which we could have produced and exported.
There Were also preserved fruits, wool,
leather belting, cement, cast steel, glass and
glass bottles,. hoots, shirts, soap, candles,
rope and twine. From oversea wye imported
soft goods including Woollens of the value
of £678,348 and from the other States sinmi-
lar articles of the value of £569,167. For
boots and shoces we paid to the Eastern
States £219,294. For butter £455,195, for
candles £2,842, for Portland cement £E5,692,
and the value of this article imported from
overseas was £16,533. There is not the
slighltest reason why we should not produce
cement here, and I am glad to Know that
this is likelyv to be one of the industries
which will be established in the near future,
for we passed an Act last session giving
permission to dredge the Swan River for
the shell required for the manufacture of
the cement. There are many other items in
the list which I have, showing the extent to
which we import articles which Could rea-
sonably be made or produced locally, and
the more we look at the list the more we
must be satisfied that it is quite possible to
profitably take in hand the local production
and manufacture of these articles. if

this wvere done it would mean increased
p~rosperity to everyone and abundant
employment for our returned men, many
of whom will not be able to go out
into the country to cultivate the Land.
It has alwvays been a mystery to me why
there are no wool-scouring establishments
in the State, and why apparently there is
only one real tannery. A vast amount of
hides is p~roduced in this State, a great
number of skins, and an enormous quan-
tit 'y of Wool, and it ap~pears to me that it
is an absolule wvaste that we should be pay-
ing the high freights, consequent up~on the
war, to the old country on greasy wool. I
suppose greasy 'vWool contains any-thing from
50 to 70 per cent. of foreign matter. whlichi
could be done away with by the scouring
process. The effect of scouring- would] also
create emjplo'ylnent, and there are many by-
products from thle process which Would be
yery useful. What I am mnainly consider-
ing is t he necessity of almost immediatel 'y
providing employment for i hose luen whlom
we expeel. back from the front, aad far
those people who,2 after thle War, ive hope
will mnigrate to these shores. The main
thing, is to see how we can encouragre the
establishment of our industries. Byv liberal
advances tinder the Industries Act, or by'
somec form of bonuis this could be done.I
would impress up~on the Government the
fact that the time is now ripe to make a.
determined effort to establish these indus-
tries. We cannot all be primary producers.
Even primary producers would be greatly
encouraged by the establishment of the
works I have indicated. Take the manu-
facture of brticks: in the p~ast the Govern-
nient said that the ruling, price of about
45s. a thousand was altogether too high.
that bricks could be manufactured and that
they would be manufactured at 25s. per
thousand. The result was thait a sumn of
£289,076 was expended on the Beenup brick
works. When those Works got going. T
would p~oint out, subject to correction, first
class bricks Were sold by the Government
at 40s. a thousand, and second class brick9
at 36s. a thousand. which was not much of
a reduction after all. During- the first year,
I understand the works lost £1,300, and lost
again during the second Year. Now, unfor-
tunately, they are closed altogether, and tha'
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amount of capital is lying idle. In most
cases the establishment of works of that
description by the Government means that
it is impossible for the private manufacturer
to compete, but, luckily, some of our manu-
facturers are strong enough to withstand
the Government competition and manage to
tarry on. They make no profit, and prob-
ably if they had had an opportunity would
have sol(1 out, and re-invested in the Eastern
States, where, as I hlave already pointed
out, they were assured of a warmn welcome.
We do not want to make bricks as a State,
but should let other p~eople make them and
the public buy them from these other people.
The puiblic demand will soon make the
prices right, and public competition usually
ends in a proper understanding between all
parties, and a fair price. With regard to
our finances, there is a feeling of increasing
ailarmi throughout the State, and. yet suc-
cessive Governments seem to go on daily
piling uip the deficit. There seems to have
heen no real attempt to curtail expenditure.
Quite recently, during one of the heaviest
winters wve have yet experienced, a party
of surveyors was; sent down to the Nornalup
Inlet in connection with the settling of re-
turned soldiers on the land. This couniry
has an exceptionally heavy- rainfall. After
some 30 to 40 inches of rainfall it is abso-
lately impossible during- winter time for sur-
veyors to don satisfactory' work. It follows,
therefore, that flhe work which they do costs
considerably more than it does under ordin-
ary conditions. One woenders why' it was
necessary to send this party there at all. I
understand that the land there is no
hetter than it is at Afanjimup. and that it
has neither a harbour nor a railwayv. It is
not claimed by the department that either
the land or the climate is any better than
if is at Manjiniup. On further inquiries I
find that the department admits having spent
£19,433 in a survey of portion of thle )Ian-
limul) area. The awkward part of it is that
a lot of the money h as been expended for
some years, while the bulk of the land so
subdivided has not yet been disposed of.
Notwithstanding this, we rush awvay to an
isolated p~laee which has no communication
with the outside wvorld. and intend to spend
a large sumt of money in subdividinq- the
land there for our retuned soldiers. The

Yandanooka estate, which was pur'chased
some years ago for closer settlement under
our Repurchasing Act, has not yet been sub-
divided. To say the least of it, past Gov-
ernments have contributed towards what
constitutes a flouting of the Act. Thle Act
clearly states that land which is repur-
chased must be subdivided and sold, and
that the price must not be increased by
more than 10 per cent, upon the money
paid for it. An attempt was made to settle
some of the land, and that although it cost,
I think, less than £2 an acre all round, the
amount set upon it by the Government went
uip in some cases to as high as £5 an acre.
The land has not yet been used for closer
settlement, but has been made use of to bol-
ster up the State mneat stalls, and for the
State butchery was; used as a depflt. Fur-
ther than that, the Government have been
trying to grow wheat on it by day labour.
P'erhaps some of the country members of
thle House could tell us more than I can
about the cost of wheat growing, but I am
sure they find it difficult enough to wake it
pay under the conditions uinder which they
work. When, however, wheat growing is
done by the Government stroke it means a
loss. The sooner the Government reallise
that this estate was purchased for closer set-
tlenient the better, and if they exp~ect luem-
hers to respect the laws of the country and
reslpect themn also, they must put thle estate
to its proper use. If there is to be a loss
they must cut the loss. It is served by a
railway, and it is close to the port of der-
aldton and within reasonable distance of
the port of Fremantle. A railway inter-
sects the property, and it is a good place for
the purpose of closer settlement. The cli-
mate is good, anti the land is good, whilst
the rainfall is also good. It is undoubtedly
a1 place where wve might put some of our
returned men instead of sending them to an
isolated spot like Nornalup Inlet. 'rhe
State is living beyond its means at thle
p~resent time, and if we are to continue
and become solvent some reforms must be
made. Following on that line of thought
I am brought to the question of the liquor
traffic. As far as I hlave been able to ascer-
lain, we spend annually on liquor in this
State £2,432,649. I am basing those figures
on the fact that from the Eastern States
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ail( overseas, and from our own production
within the State, the capital value of the
liquor traffic set down by the Government
Statistician is £1,621,766. That is, of
course, the wholesale p)rice of the liquor.

yt tile time the liquor gets to the consumer,
it is safe to say that it has increased by 100
per cent. I do not want to exaggerate my
figures. I will assume, therefore, that this
increases by 50 per cent. This is a moderate
computation, because it is generally under-
stood that the ordinary publicani's profits
on his bar trade are anything from 100 to
120 per cent. Taking it all round-somie of
the liquor is not sold retail but sold pri-
vately-I wvill add £810,883 to the £1,621,
766, which gives me a total of £2,432,649.
These are astounding figures in connection
with the drink bill, with a population of
about 308,000 people. I think lion.
members wdii aaree with me when
I say that, for the sake of the health and
thie pockets of the people, this drink bill
must be reduced. I find that the male popu-
lation of the State is 159,995 persons, and
that the male poptulation of thle State be-
tween the ages of 15 and 65 years is 96,000
people. I hope that boys Of 15 years (10
not drink, and a man of over 66 ought not
to drink too much. We might average the
drinking population of the State, therefore,
at, say, 50,000 persons. If we assume that
there are 50,000 drinkers, which is a lib-
eral estimate, because I am not allowing for
teetotallers and sick people, we find that
the figures work out so that the drinking
bill is between £48 and £49 per hlead of the
population. That brings me to the question
of how we are going- to prevent this.

Hon. R?. GI. Ardagh: By putting more
water with it.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The surest way to
prevent it is to bring in a law for anti-
shouting. Members of the trade with whom
I have discussed this question readil 'y admit
that if shouting were prohibited and anti-
shouting enforced, their takings would im-
mediately be reduced by 50 per cent. Per-
sonally I think the reduction would be even

reater. The shouting custom is a vicious
one, and has been the ruin of many a good
man, and is the curse of the legitimate
trader. The more I discuss the matter with
persons outside, the more I feel that the

people generally are convinced that if we
p~rohibit the system of shouting we shall
be on the right track. It is a silly custom,
and the sooner it is stoppe)d the better. In
connection with thle recent referendum on
the drink traffic, I would instance tile case
Of ten Young mien I know of who, after a
mieeting, adjourned to have a drink. One
of the ten shouted, and they' were not con-
tent until thle other nine had( also shouted.
To my, own personal knowledge none of the
men could afford to slpend this money. and
none of them wanted thle tenth drink, but
the tenth man could not be left out, and
though lie could hardly stand up he bought
his round of drinks. Taking it that the
cost of the liquor consumed was only six-
pence per glass, the amount spent realised
50s. during that evening, onl about ten
drinks, only one of which was decently en-
joyed. and none of which could be afforded
by the persons drinking. There was only
one person of course who got an 'y benefit
out of thle expenditure. -Mr. Boan made a
practical suggestion on Thursday last, when
speaking on the Address-in-reply, when bie
said that the strength of fermented and
spirituous liquors should be reduced. I will
suggest to Mr. Holmes when he re-intro-
duces his anti-shouting Bill that this meas-
uire should provide for a reduction in the
strength of liquors. In dealing with the
queston of the reduction of the standard
of the liquors, I find no less an authority
than Mr. 'Montague Cohen, of M~elbourne,
who is the chairman of the Liquor Trade De-
fence League which represents the whole of
Victoria, advocating a reduction of liquors
on behalf of the trade generally, namely. the
wine-growers, spirit licensees, the grocers,
the wholesale and retail traders, clubs, hotels,
and so forth. I have here some extracts
from a speech hie delivered before thle Pre-
mier and other members of the Ministry ,in
Victoria recently, which shows that the re-
duction in the strength of spirits is sup-
ported by the trade represented throughout
Victoria. He speaks mainly on local option
and prohibition and in the course of his re-
marks to the Premier of VTictoria he says-

It is not easy to make peop~le temperate
by Act of Parliament, but a great deal
ean he dlone in that direction. One of the
things which has occurred to me, that I
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am glad to think has practically origin-
ated with the Honourable the Premier, is
that the alcoholic strength in wines, beers
and spirits should be materially reduced.
The present law, ais it exists, merely says
that spirits shall not be reduced to below
25 per cent. under proof. NLo provision is
made as to how strong it may be, Proof
spirit, as you know, means 5-0 per cent.
alcohol and 50 per cent. distilled water. I
think, Sir, if the suggestion which I make
were given effect to by Act of Parliament,
and the alcoholic strength were limited by
Act of Parliament, then within 12 months
of its coming into full operation, you
would find drunkenness decreased by
about 50 per cent.

That, comning from the chairman of the
Amalgamated Liquor Defence League of
Victoria, we must take notice of and advo-
cate it, if we desire to see the drink traffic
reduced. He says that-

So far as beer is concerned, there is little
difficulty in giving effect to this. As to
whisky and brandy, it is a little more
troublesome. I have consulted Mr. de
Bavay and the trade on this subject and
I offer to furnish you with a copy of M1r.
de Bavay's views thereon. The Premier:
I shall be glad to have this, because I
think the idea which you now promulgate
is something substantial and in the right
direction.

That is the Premier of Victoria. Mr. Cohen
goes on to say-

From my investigation I am satisfied that
there are no insuperable difficulties to the
lowering of alcoholic strength, as I hare
indicated. The Acts regulating the
strength of whisky and brandy at present
are the Health Act, Section 47, and the
Excise Distillation Act, Section 76. Of
course, to give proper effect to this, the
Federal Parliament would have to help
in the matter. The trade thinks that if
alcoholic strength were reduced the duties
should also be reduced and vary accord-
ing to such strength.

He goes on to speak about the reduction in
the strength of beer and says-

The brewery to which I refer sold last
year 67 per cent. of its bottled beer in
lager, and it is only a few years since no
one in the State would have anything to
do with lager. The beer which is im-

ported from England is extremely heavy
in alcoholic strength. The Australian
lager contains only 31/2 per cent. of at-
coliol, which means 7 per cent. of proof
spirit, whereas the imported lager con-
tains considerably more. TDie greater the
amoumt of spirit, the less noukrishing and
hiealth-giving material there is in the
beer.

He further goes on to say that the Liquor
Board has done good work there, that out
of 2,500 hotels in Victoria, since Local Op-
tion camne into operation 9100 hotels hove
been closed. The opponents of the anti-
shouting measure say it is impossible to en-
force it. I was interested in r~ading in the
last Sunday 7'ives a telegram from New
Zealand which is headed "The Trade in
i\Faoriland" and it says-

Protesting to tile Government against
the suggested closing of hotels at 6 o'clock
representatives of the liquor trade said
that anti-shouting legislation bad resulted
in a 25 per cent. decrease in takings. They
offered, if the anti-shouting law were re-
pealed, voluntarily to observe hotel hours
from 8 a.ni. to .9 p.m. during the war and
for six months thereafter, instead of from
6 a.m. till 10 p.m., as at present. Cabinet
is considering the position, including the
question of State control of the traffic.

It is evident that it baa had some effect be-
cause in New Zealand the trade admit that
there has been a reduction of 25 per cent.
Among the members of the trade whom I
have consulted here they tell me that if the
anti-shouting law were introduced it would
mean a reduction of 50 per cent. I do not
think anyone will quarrel with that. They
admit it wvould be 50 per cent. and in New
Zealand they already admit it is 25 per cent.
In carrying that out wve shall get the reform
we want. We do not want to interfere with
a man's freedom of action. If a man wants
a drink he may have it, but do not inter-
fere wiith others. I shall not bother further
about that. I hope Mr. Holmes will intro-
duce his Bill and when it comes along I
shall make these remarks available to mem-
bers in the hope that the Bill will pass.
There are many matters of extreme import-
ance to the Metropolitan Province to which
I should like to refer. There is the control
of the sewerage which concerns the met-
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ropolis very largely indeed. The filter
beds arc not the success it was hoped they
would be, and at present owing to the
floods in the Swan river the filter beds
arc absolutely submerged and cannot he
work-ed; partly treated sewerage is go-
ing down the stream. When the river
falls to its normal level again the beds will
still not be able to be worked because I am
informed that the bacteria will not be able
to perform their functions. There is not
the slightest doubt that the beds are in the
wrong place. Not only the present Govern-
ment but past Governments have known that
and yet they have done nothing. A deputa-
tion -waits upon the Minister, who goes down
and makes some jocular remark and pro-
mises to look into the question. A few weeks
later ain officer of the department says that
the beds arc not as bad as they might be
and then no miore is heard of the matter.
Then there is the question of sewerage con-
nections. The Government insist, I believe,
upon doing the work themselves, and when
tin owrner protests and wants details of the
costs the Government say they do not give
details,. that the owner must pay or they
will put a writ into him. Private firms
should he allowed to compete and tender.
Another matter is the control of tramways.
I objected to the purchase of the Perth
trains by the Governmaenl. They would auto-
miatically have fallen into the hands of the
City Council, and the City Council would
have managed them properly in conjunction
with the out-lying suburban municipalities.
I strongly opposed this purchase uip till the
time when Mr. Thomas Molloy, the then
mayor of Perth, came to the har of the
House and wished to say a great dleal in
favour of the purchase of the drains by the
Cit -y Council. This was a had purchase,
and the tramns had been badly run: they'
nre dirty and they are not run for the cn-
venience of the public in any way.

Hon. J. fluffell: They are showing an im-
provement in tlint respect just now,

lion. C. SOMMIERS: It is so slight that
I have not noticed it. T am glad, however.
to hear it. The Railwvay' Department arc
attempting to manage the trains. They can-
not manage the railways: they have not
done it for yeairs. T could say a great deal
about the railways if time permitted. By

adding tWe management of the trains to the
railways the department are creating more
chaos. There is another matter-that of
the Town Hall site. The Government ad-
mit that they must buy this site sooner or
later; they want it. Whlen the time comes
they will not have the money or they wil
want the money for more particular things.
When people in the country have not the
money they resort to barter. Now I suggest
to the Government that as they have not
the money and cannot borrow they should
resort to barter. There is Government House
and the Government House gardens, which
are about equal in value to the Town Hall
site. The council would get a buildingr
which with sligrht additions, costing a
few thousand pounds, would satisfy the
citizens, and the citizens would get
the use of the gardens which would be
a nice park as far as the Christian Brothers'
College. 'It would be a permanent park
quite in the heart of the City. The City
Council wvould then have a nice council
room, a ball room, ceeutive offices, etc..
nearly' in the centre of the City.

Hlon. IT. Carson: You might get it five
years hence.

Hon. C. SOMIMERS: I do not care when
it is, the sooner the better. I am prepared
to give the Glovernor the best residence in
the City. T regret that recently the Coy-
erment dlid not see their way to purchase
(lie late residence of Mr. Paul Strelitz,
which I believe -was sold for £C1.4,000. It
the Government had bought that for £14,000
before His Excellency arrived in this State
the Governor could have walked into a
beautiful house close to Parliament House,
close to the Park, and close to the Observa-
tory. However we still have the Observa-
tory'% site, and it is a magnificent one. T
wishi that we might erect there a residence
for the Governor. The Government will, I
suppose . have to raise a loan when they wish
to purchase the Town Hall site. They will
pay a large sum of money to the City Coun-
cil for the site; the City Council will spend
the money somewhere else and put uip at
building whichi mighit not be as good as the
one which they have now. I should
like to refer to the management of
(lie railways, but there is not time.
Having lived for a considerable period in the
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country I know what tile people have to put
up with out there. But tile subject is too
lge, and seeing that others are waiting to

speak I will not attempt it on this occasion.
I would like to say a word about. tile indus-
trial condlitions on the Fremantle wharves.
We have down there a body of men-per-
haips I should not call them men-known as
wharf labourers, who have defied all law,
and authority and by their misconduct seni-
ously increased the prices of all commodi-
ties, wvhile hampering our efforts to help the
Empire in the present great crisis. Every
week ships are going past Fremantle be-
cause shipowners cannot afford to run the
risk of coming into that port. How long
is this state of affairs to continue? Cannot
the Government make representations to the
Federal authorities which would serve to put
an end to it? The thing is becoming serious;
we are hampered in every wvay, and I am
afraid there will be a revolution if some
improvement is no t effected. I am employ-
ing on my farm a man to whom, when lie is
not on contract, 1. pay 15s. a day. One day
last week he said to me "I am afraid I can-
not work tp here any more, for I can make
more money elsewhere. I am thinking of
going to Fremantle. I am told that on the
wharf I can earn from £1.5 to £20 a week."
I said to him "I do not think you can get
in." He said "They tell me I can." He
has left me for the purpose of going to Pre-
niantle. Such men as he is we should en-
eourage to go out hack and not to crowd
into Fremantle. He is by no means a lazy
man. D)uring last wheat season, between .9
o'clock ant. and 6 o'clock pin., lie took,
off the wagons, weig-hed and stacked,
549 bags of whieat, wvhereas I un-
derstand that down at Fremantle theyv
merely' tip the bags off on to an ele-
vator, and wvhen they' have handled 2.50 they
think they have done enough. By, their un-
warranted action the jumpers have increased
the cost of conimodities and have made the
name of Fremantle a by-word. If I had
mny way I would do with them what Botha
did, and deport the wvhole lot. Tt is the only
way to meet the case. I desire to congratu-
late the two new members-Mr. Bonn and
Mr. Stewart-on their election to this
House. I feel sure that their respective

careers; will bea creditable to themselves and
to the State.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-Enat)
[6.18]: Following on the remarks of the
last speaker I would like to say a word in
regard to repatriation. We seem to he get-
I ing- from Federal and State Governments
alike nothing but broad gueneralisations, no
really detailed plan for handling this prob-
lem, which is, I. believe, at the heart of each
and every one of the community. Their only
plan seemis to be the general one of puttin gthe soldiers on the land. When we consider
the number of people engaged in primary
production in the State and the Common-
wealth, and the proportion they form of
the total population, it does not ap-
pear likel 'y that nmore than 10 or 1.5
per cent. of our returned ,men will
want to be settled on the land. It is
not only on the land that I would like to
see returned men settled. To my mind, if
the situation was approached in a proper
mnanner, a good many could be settled in
other primary industries. In mainng there
are many op~portunities on the surface for
the employment of such men. Given only
some slight preliminary' instruction in con-
nection with the treatmnat wvorks, positions
could be made for these men in which they
wvould not only earn a good comfortable liv-
ing, but would be valuable to the industry.
Also, no doubt, on the expansion of our tim-
ber industry-and 1 believe this must ex-
pand after the war-many openings could
he found for returned amen. The board or
committee dealing with our returned men
wvould be on safe ground if they made it a
first principle that they should find out in
wvhat line of work each man desires to earn
his living and again become a good, produc-
tive citizen. After that I would like to see
adopted some means by which we could
afford to each man an opportunity to try
whlether lie liked thme Jparticular form of life
offered him, and whether it fulfilled his pre-
conceived notions. It is very common to
imagine that the means of livelhbood adopted
by someone else is more attractive than our
owvn. By giving these men, say, six months
trial on a farm or a mine where they would
conic into contaet with the actual conditions
of work. the question could he determined
of whether they were likely to remain in that
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avocation. Tine South Australian Govern-
mient have already inaugurated some such
System, and file)' have found that more than
50 per cent, of fie men brought into con-
tact with the conditions of the life they
thought they would like to adopt have de-
cided that, after all, it was not congenial
lo them. After thus giving- our returned
men a trial thie next step) would be to afford
them an opportunity of acquiring practical
exp~erience or technical education where
these factors are required to render them
fually efficient in their work. The State
would1t indirectly reap) the full benefit. On
tine subject of technical education I have
noticed that tinder the administration of the
present Minister there has been a very satis-
factory increase in file facilities provided in
this State for the acquirement of primar 'y
and secondlary education, more especially
outside thie metropolitan area. '[his is
1)1t r'ig' ht. X ta timie l ike the pire-
sent, when the financial position is so
difficuilt, wvhen the State ledger is in
.such tin unsatisfactory condition, we have
to take stock of our- national assets. One no
mnean asset we have is our mental ca pital.
By, edlucation and fine proper application of
science ive shall 'ie enabled as a people to
t urn flint mental eni iral to tar greater ad-
%an ia-e than in the past. On a foundation
of uoodl primuary, secondary and technical
educjat ion, the inevitable result will be a
mrked benefit to democracy in increased
eduication of thle whole of tile workers, to-
gel her wvithn greater efficiency. Professor
Rin-rv. chairman of filhe Council of Educa-
tion i n Victoria, in addressing- the Banking
Institute of Austral asia at M elbotirne onl the
12thi June last on the question of coninier-
(-i educeat ion, told his healers that his coun-
cii had got tile assistance of Chambers of
Commerce, Chambers of 'Manufacturers, tile
Federal Incorporated Institute of Acecount-
aints, tile Incorporated Institute of Account-
ants. Victoria, and other similar bodies, and
that the result of their deliberations dlearly
went to show that it was necessary to have
an etficient system of commercial education,
as well as practical business experience, in
order to get the best results. Be instanced
thle ease of a young fellowv who might quite
w'ell suit the purpose for which a bank
Avanted to enmploy him, by learning- the

routine of his business on the hank's premi-
ses, but who, by following a system of comn-
ineicial education, such as the course inau-
gurated in Boston in the high schools of
commerce, would be far better fitted to do
tihat work and wvould prove of greater value
to the bank. Two weeks previously Mr.
R.. 'T. Niilne, Commissioner for Trade, re-
presenting the British Board of Trade in
tine Commonwealth, addressed the same In-
stitute on ''The Commercial Outlook after
the WVar.'' He pointed out the necessity
for not only a nation but a firm being
well and fully equipped, and said that
such a nation or firmu if not equipped to the
idtnttost in the strenous contests thnat must
certainly obtain in all peaceful avocations
an the period following the war could not

expect to hold their own in the race for
suipremacy. lie instanced from the last
lritis!1 Budget that the vote for education

had been increased by four millions and
furthenr than flint, thle Treasury vote for
industrial and scientific research had been
increased from £40,000 to one million
oinnls. 'Chat shlows the gras~p that Great

Britain is getting of the necessity for co-
operaition between science and industry. It
is a tonception which Great Britain and the
Commnonwealthi as wvell have failed to realise
in Rse Past. in the Commonwealth for the
Iast cou ple of decades we have hiad splendid
instiutions; for the training of men in con-
neel ion wvith inmningl, metalilurgical, civil and
electricail en--ineering and the other learned
professionis. Owing to the lack of appre-
ci at ion of technical trminli hg in con-
ner tin 1 wi th industry in A ustral in, we have
had tine Spectacl e of those very men01 golnw.
ab)road, in consinlerabie numbers, and occu-
j)7ing high positions there. Professor
Rtutherford of Mlanchester University is an
example. He is one of the foremost plnysi-
cists of the day. Tile present highest aul-
thoritv in tine wvorld on mretalograpiiv is an
old Melbourne boy. He is in change, of thle
metallurgicl branch of the mietal liirgiil
laboratory' at Teddington. Australia has
sent many' manag-ers of smelting and min-
ing works to the United States, Canada, ad
the 'Malay States. In another field, Dr.
Morrison, an Australian, who is Times
correspondent at Pekin, is looked upon



[24, Jutyx. 1917.1 2

as the mian most ein faite in the whole
world with the state -of affairs in
China, not ouily as regards public mat-
ters, but also as regards the court at
Pekin. Australian minino And civil engin-
eers. hold high positions in what Johiannes-
burgers regard as the huh of the universe,
the Rand. I instance these men as iiidi-
entive of the value, As an asset, of our
mental capital, of which we should make
better use. Further, in addition to the
achievements of Australians within the
Conumonwealth, we have the rank and file
of the soldiers who have proved their eApa-
hilitics on the battlefields of the campaig-ns
of this great wvar. In the, past the Common-
wealth anti Great Britain have not
been as alive to the necessityv for
the combination of technical instruc-
tion and science with, the business
acumen posses sed by captains of indus-
try, as our greatest enemy, Germany, and
our greatest ally, France, have been. W .e now
see signs of awakening in this respect, and.
as aI State, should realise that we must not
lag behind. Let me examine what America
has dlone in this connection. The United
States have bureaus. for investigation in con-
nection with muining and agriculture. The
mining bureau investigates methods of treat-
ment of ore deposits, and publishes bulletins
on such subjects as timbering, drainage,
pump .ing, the gecnesis of ore deposits, and
so forth. In other countries, which have
not realised the need for technical educa-
tion to the samie extent, these matters have
been left entirely to private enterprise. The
agricultural department at Washington
spent in 1915 over five millions, employing
over 15,000 people. Of these, 2,000 are en-
gaged in scientific investigation, besides
many who are employed in demonstration
and extension work. The bureau has
about 17 subsidiar offices engraged in
investigation. There is a bureau of plant
industry, another of Animal industry, one of
soil, one of chemnistry, one of metallurgy,
forestry, and so on. These bureaus investi-
gate increased production in all its phases.
The bureau of plant industry, for instance,
has one section dealing with plant diseases,
another dealing with plant breeding, for ex-
ample, cereals and fodder crops, prolifieness,
resistance to diseases, new varieties and so

forth. Each of these has a separate branch.
Similarly, the bureau of animal industries
has separate branches enl-aged on the var-
iouis fields of investigation. The bureau of
soils deals with the treatment of soils p-hysi-
cally, chemically, and biologically, and sup-
plies a vast amount of information help-
ing- to solve difficult problems. It has d?-
veloped new methods of soil analysis, and
pointed the way to the utilisation of Alkali
and salt lands. I lay stress on these facts
because the American people aire especially
credited with wanting an adequate return
for any outlay they snake--a return in dlol-
lars. Therefore, when a people like the
Americans expend money in the mainten-
tacee of bureaus for the investigation. of
problems as mientioned-and the investira-
tors at the Washing-ton bureau, nearly .300
in number, arc all university graduates-
it is plain that I am on perfectly safe
ground in urging on the Government of this
State the desirability of recognising the
necessity for encouraging scientific xwork in
connection with all our industries.

Hon. ~ , XV igmill: I do not like your
chance.

Honi. H. STEWVART: Scientific work of
this description not only prevents waste of
material, but prevents waste in the form of
misdirected effort. Applied science in the
form of engineering leads to large savings
in mian-power, a phase of the question
which, at the present time, should aIppeal
strongly. Let us take the coaling of ships
for an example. Under the primitive method
of one man with a shovel And basket, the
man wvilt load one ton per hour. 'With a
winch -and rope and block hie will load two
tons per hour. But high class colliers; equip-
lied with modern apipliances will load 110
tons of coal per hour per man. The same
thing- may be illustrated from the handling
of our iheat in this State. In the ordinaryv
carting system, with wagons of wheat going
to the mill in succession, 50 bags to thme
load, four men would be eng-aged in the
operations of unloading, weighing. and
stacking; and the work would take them,
on an average, half an hour. In America,
with the bulk handling system, two men
would unload the wagon in 2 / minutes. As
regards the loading of wheat aboard ships,
the method at Fremantle is excellent-just
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about as good, I, believe, as it is possible
to get with the hag system. In connection
with the record for loadin-r at Fremantle-
100,000 bags shipped on board the "Arma-
dale"' in five days-25 muen were employed
apart from those, thick like bees around
a hire, stowing on board the steamer.
In contrast with that, the Lake steamers
in America would load tite same quantity
in 11/:> days, as against the five days
occupied here, and with five mnen, as against
the 25 required here. Bulk handling
of wheat not only saves the waste arising
front wet'. mice, and weevils, but obviates
reconditioning- and sundry other side issues.
With Ibulk handling, only the clean wheat
is shipped. In connection with 440,000 tons
garnered last harvest, bulk handling would
have eliminated an amount of waste, for-
eign matter, and screenings equivalent to
22.000 tous. That quantity of 22,000 tons
would have remained in the State to be
utilised for such purposes as it suited, and
22,000 tons of shipping space would have
been saved. Dondlinger, the United States
authority on wheat, puts down the saving
in land transport in the States by the adop-
tion of bulk handling as against the bag
systemi at 2d. per buishel. Metcalf & Co.,
after investigating the South Australian
and] Western Australian conditions, esti-
mated the saving- on a 20,000,000 bushel
crop at £250,000. Canada adopted bulk
Iandling with a production of 14,000,000
bushels. Can we afford to do without itl
Had the recommendation of the -Royal
Commission of 1914 been carried out, the
capital cost would have been already saved.
Passing on to the present condition of
the State finances,. we have to consider,
ais I remarked previously, what are our
best assets. In this State, with a popu-
lation, in round figures, of 300,000, 49 per
cent. are earners. Of those 49 per cent. .1
contend only 20 per cent. are producers of
the national wealth. Twenty per cent. arc
engaged in the ver :y necessary services of
transport, commercial distribution, profes-
sional work, domestic service, and so on.
The 29 per cent, represent the earners pro-
ducing wealth in the primar 'y and mnanufac-
turing industries. Nineteen per cent. of our
population are producing wealth in the
primary industries, and JO0 per cent. are

engalged in the manufacturing industries.
To see rte relative importance of the prim-
ary and rte secondary industries, I xviii.
qluote the figures of tlte Commonwealth
statist as to pre-war conditions in the 1.911
census. In tlte primary industries 586,000
people were engaged and produced 155 mil-
lions of wealth, 73 millions being derived
from the pastoral and dairying industries,
46 millions from agriculture, 2.5 millions
from mining. tud six millions from forestry
and fishteries. On the other hand, 562,000
people engaged in manufacturingl worked
up 96 millions of rawv material and added
to it 65 mtillions of wealth. Suimarising
these figures, each person engaged in the
primary industries produces nearly two and
a half times as much national wvealth as a
person produces in manufacturing indus-
tries. These fig-ures; relative to the primary
and tlte seconda9ry industries go to show
that tlte primary industries, while engaging
only 19 per cent. of the population, prob-
abl ,y yield SO per cent. of the national
wealth. Titerefore it is eminently desirable
thtat the pritmary industries, and, next,
though to a less extent, the manufacturing
industries referred to by the last speaker,
should be encouraged, and workers and capi-
tal attracted to themt. It seems astounding
tltat the producers shtould represent, so small
a proportion of our population. Therefore,
ever;' endeavour should he made to encour-
age people to take up these avocations:' every
effort should be made to render their con-
ditions such as wkill yield a reward adequate
to the importance of tlte industries and to
the trials and discomforts suffered by tltose
of our people who go out to develop the
country. Western Autralia has practically
four primar~y industries-mrining, agneil-
ture, pastoral pursuits, and forestry and
fishteries. We cannot look for much develop-
ment in the forestry industry until peace
itas been declared. After that, however,
an endeavour sitould be made to extend the
timber industry; anid it is to be earnestly
hoped that, in doing so, the Government
will proceed on modemn lines, so that the
national asset of 20 million acres of forest
laind in the South- West alone may he pre-
served to become a permanent source of
incoute. And, as the indutstry develops,
ever" effort should be employed to make use
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of tir by-products. In the mining industry
Ave have the sad spectacle of about IS,000
men emp-loyed in 1911 dwindling until at
the present day the industry employs only
11,000. In my judgment it is an anomaly
that while it is compulsory for all public
companies to submit accounts properly
audited, accounting for every penny, yet
mining companies while doing this are un-
der no obligation to provide full and re-
liable information with regard to their true
assets--the tonnage and value of ore re-
serves available for treatment. It would, in
ray opinion, tend towards the establishment
of the confidence of the investing public if
mining companies were compelled to fur-
nish data in their half-yearly reports-in
the form of assays and sections-ia such a
way that any trained mining engineer could
check the valuation of tile mine. Every
endeavour should be made to encourage
the mining industry, particularly to en-
courage the prospector. In regard to
agriculture, I hold that every effort
should be made to increase production. All
thre industries should be given the greatest
possible encouragement by the Government
in order that wve may have an increase in
profitable p)rodutctiveness. That is a point
T wish to stress- -production should be pro-
fitahie; it is useless to expend large sums of
money to increase production which is not
profitable. We want to reduce our cost of
production without reducing, but rather in-
creasing, the standard of comfort of the
general members of the community. This
will aid to further. productiveness. In the
mining districts for example it would help
in the development and working of proposi-
tions of low grade, and in the agricultural
district I would favour assistance having
for its object anr increase in the output of
wheat and sheep. One way of helping pro-
duction would be by seeing that in our in-
dustries methods of greatcr efficiency' be
adopted. I intend that all our primary in-
dustries should have the advantage of the
best assistance in the way, of machinery.
tools, and supplies. e.g., mining and ag-ri-
cultural, and that in this State of the Com-
monwealth these should be admitted free of
duty, , or duties rebated to that class of con-
sumer.

On motion by Hon. J. E. Dodd, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.48 p.m.
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Electon Retorns, Brownhlfl-vnhcoe, Perth
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lAnd Act Ameoanent Act.' Pastoral lesebolds
Perth Tmmiays
Read Maintenance and Military traffic
Belamiy Workshops, Mliland Junction .

Sitting Days and Hour,
Goernent BusIness, Precedence
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Bills: Supply £2,225i,000, ali stages. .....

WVar Cuncai Act Amendment, In......
Melrilie Tranys Act Amendment, Is.

Papers: Dismissal ofr. Flood
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The SPEAKER took tile Chair at 4.30
p.m., anid read prayers.

ELECTION RETURNS-EROWYHELL-
IVANHOE, PERTH.

The SPEAKER announced the return to
writs issued for the election of members for
Brownhill-Ivanhoe and for Perth, Showing
that Mr. John Thomas Lutey and 'Mr.
Robert Rivinlon Pilkington hadl been duly
elected for thle respective electorates.

Mr. Lutrey and Ntr. PiLkington took and
Sub~scribed the oath and sig-ned the roll.
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